
Futures Visions – Questions and Answers 
 
What is futures thinking? 
 
Futures thinking identifies potential drivers of change – such as shifts in 
demographics, technology and behaviour – so organisations can plan how 
they might address change if and when it occurs. 
 
Why is MOT doing this kind of work and releasing these visions? 
 
The Ministry’s role is to help Ministers make decisions that will improve the 
lives of New Zealanders, over both the short and long term. To do that, the 
Ministry needs to understand future possibilities for the transport sector.  
 
The transport futures work is intended to stretch the Ministry‘s own long term 
thinking, and to help spark discussions about short and long term possibilities 
for the transport sector. 
 
How did you develop these visions? 

 
We looked at a wide range of literature on emerging trends in transport and 
the future of transport. This feed into workshops with Ministry staff to identify 
possible visions.  
 
Are these Government visions? 
 
The transport futures do not represent the views of industry or the 
Government. The purpose of this work is to stimulate wider debate and 
generate ideas on how New Zealand’s transport system might change over 
the medium to long term. 
 
Some of the ideas in the visions are quite radical. What are they based 
on? 

 
The visions are based on extensive institutional knowledge, online research, 
environmental scanning and our own thinking.  
 
Will these visions of the future of transport actually happen? 
 
The visions are not predictions of what will happen, but descriptions of what 
could happen. There are no specific timeframes for these transport futures, 
though clearly some of the ideas discussed are closer to becoming a reality 
than others. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



What will you do with the feedback you get from the polls and feedback 
forms on the web pages? 
 
Our aim is to use these web pages to start a discussion about what New 
Zealanders want from the transport system, now and in the future. 
 
Your feedback will help steer these conversations on the future of transport. It 
will also be used to generate new content and stimulate wider debate 
amongst the sector and everyday New Zealanders.  
 
Will MOT be developing more futures visions? 
 
The Ministry will be developing more futures visions. Over the next couple of 
months, the Ministry intends to produce maritime, unmanned aerial vehicle 
and funding and infrastructure visions, so stay tuned.  
 


