
 

 UAV industry in New Zealand  
 

In recent years, unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) have seen rapid technological 

advancements. Kiwi ingenuity in the UAV industry has contributed to these 

technological advances. This developing industry is opening up significant business 

opportunities, for New Zealand and international companies. Many innovative small 

businesses are becoming involved in this high technology activity.  

While New Zealand wants this industry to grow, we recognise that growth brings 

potential new safety risks. Therefore, we developed a flexible, innovative and world 

leading regulatory structure.  

UAV regulation in New Zealand 

New aviation rules came into force on 1 August 2015 to regulate the use of UAVs for 

recreational and commercial purposes in New Zealand. The risk-based approach taken 

with these regulations enables the growth of new applications for UAVs while providing 

operators with flexibility in how they mitigate risks.  

New Zealand has a strong UAV community  

New Zealand has a very active UAV community. This includes a number of companies 

involved in UAV design and manufacture, as well as related products and technology. 

There are also a range of service providers, particularly for cinematography and 

agricultural applications, as well as training providers.  

The UAVNZ industry group aims to maximise the benefits from UAV technologies and develop a 

world-class UAV industry in New Zealand. They are driven by the industry, managed by 

volunteers from the industry, and progress initiatives important to the industry.   

Airware and Altus – a partnership 

Airware is a United States company, founded in 2010, that develops software, hardware and 

cloud services to support UAV operations.  Altus is a New Zealand company that designs, 

manufactures and operates UAV systems.  

 

Airware, in its partnership with Altus, sees particular value in the ability to innovate more quickly 

in New Zealand. It views New Zealand as an ideal test bed, and is contemplating a larger 

research and development base in New Zealand. This is partly because of New Zealand’s 

testing zones and permissive regulator. The more onerous regulations in the United States 

made testing difficult. New Zealand’s more permissive regulations may offer an attractive option 

for General Electric (a major shareholder in Airware) to test its UAV solutions. 

 

 

UAV research in New Zealand 

Most New Zealand universities are now involved with research into UAVs.  

https://www.airshare.co.nz/uavnz-industry-group


 

Notably, the University of Canterbury’s Spatial Engineering Research Centre (SERC) is 

a major contributor. The SERC is an academic research centre that includes 

experienced research scientists, engineers, PhD and graduate students. The SERC is 

able to support a range of geospatial technologies and disciplines including positioning 

and orientation, imaging and image analysis, communications and signal analysis, 

position sensor integration and GIS. 

The SERC also manages the use of the Birdling’s Flat test site near Christchurch. The 

test site is a 100 square kilometre area of segregated airspace for the testing of UAV 

technology. Operators wishing to use the test site must obtain permission from and 

comply with any requirements of the SERC.  

Working in New Zealand 

New Zealand has a straightforward, business-friendly taxation system that supports 

capital development, research and development and international investment. 

New Zealand is recognised globally as being a safe place to invest and do business.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Support from New Zealand Trade and Enterprise and Callaghan Innovation 

New Zealand Trade and Enterprise is the Government’s international business 

development agency. Their purpose is to grow companies internationally – for the 

benefit of New Zealand. 

Callaghan Innovation’s aim is to accelerate the commercialisation of innovation by 

businesses in New Zealand. Callaghan Innovation helps businesses develop their own 

skills and expertise to successfully take ideas to market. It manages more than $140 

million a year in funding and grants to support business innovation and capability 

building. 

For more information 

Commercialisation and investment 
opportunities 
New Zealand Trade and Enterprise 
www.nzte.govt.nz   

Research and Development 
Callaghan Innovation 
info@callaghaninnovation.govt.nz   
www.callaghaninnovation.govt.nz  

http://www.nzte.govt.nz/
mailto:info@callaghaninnovation.govt.nz
http://www.callaghaninnovation.govt.nz/


 

 
 


